Thymus fraction (FIII) effect on cholesterol metabolism: modulation of the low density lipoprotein receptor pathway.
1. A heat stable protein fraction from calf thymus is able to determine a marked drop of total serum cholesterol and B apoproteins in rats fed a cholesterol enriched diet. 2. It is known that the catabolism of low density lipoprotein (LDL) cholesterol is mediated by the existence of high affinity surface receptor on membrane cells. 3. The purpose of the present paper is to verify if the heat stable thymus protein fraction is able to affect the LDL receptor pathway in vitro. 4. The results obtained show that the protein calf thymus is able to increase human and rat LDL catabolism.